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4.1 Planning Proposal: reclassification of land at 14A Bonaira Street, 
Kiama 

Responsible Director: Environmental Services    

 

On 10 February 2023 the Department of Planning and Environment determined that 
Council should proceed with the planning proposal for the reclassification of land at 
14A Bonaira Street, Kiama.  This Planning Proposal (PP) seeks to reclassify the land 
(on which the aged care facility and associated ILUs are located) from Community to 
Operational.  

The Gateway Determination received from the Department specifies that Council now 
needs to undertake:  

• Consultation with the Rural Fire Service (RFS).  

• Formal exhibition of the Planning Proposal for 20 days. 

Council staff have already commenced consultation with the RFS and provided the 
Planning Proposal to them, for consideration.  The RFS has 30 days in which to 
provide a response to Council.  

Next steps - exhibition 

Following the issue of a Gateway Determination Council now proceeds to formally 
exhibition the PP. The PP has been updated in accordance with the Gateway 
Determination to include further details about Section 9.1 to enable the process to now 
commence.  

The exhibition process is expected to run from 6 March 2023 for 20 days, to ensure 
timely processing of the PP.  Details will be provided on Council’s website and the PP 
exhibition will be communicated to key stakeholders and our community.  

Notification of the planning proposal at the public exhibition stage will occur:  

• on the Council website  

• on the Planning Portal  

• in writing to affected and adjoining landowners unless this is impractical and 
therefore not required as part of the Gateway determination.  

These notices must describe or identify:  

• the objectives or intended outcomes of the planning proposal  

• the land affected by the planning proposal  

• where people can view the proposal  

• contact details for submissions  

• whether Council is the designated Local Planning Making Authority. 

The following material must be made available for inspection:  

• the planning proposal in the form approved for public exhibition by the Gateway 
determination  

• the Gateway determination  
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• all relevant additional information relied upon by the planning proposal. 

During the 20-day exhibition process community members can make formal 
submissions to Council about the proposal. 

Public Hearing  

Given the proposal is for a reclassification of land a formal Public Hearing will also be 
held.  Council will:  

• give notice of the arrangements for the public hearing on its website  

• give notice in a letter to each of the persons who requested a public hearing 
when making a submission at least 21 days before the date of the hearing. 

It is expected that the likely timing for the Public Hearing would be the last two weeks 
in April 2022.  The community can register to attend the Public Hearing and make 
representations to the process.  

The Public Hearing must be facilitated by an independent facilitator.  Council has 
commissioned a local government expert to support this process and run the public 
hearing on behalf of Council.  

Following the Public Hearing the submissions made during the exhibition process and 
hearing are compiled into a report.  This report is then provided to Council for final 
decision on the proposal.  

Given Council has been granted Local Plan Making Authority, the report to Council 
would formally make the LEP if supported.  This would likely occur in May 2022.  

Risk Implication 

The reclassification process is essential to ensure appropriate classification of the land 
on which the aged care facilities are located.  Appropriate classification to Operational 
land supports the ongoing use of the site for commercial/non-public space (eg the 
residential aged care facility).  

Council must follow the process required to reclassify the land appropriately.  The 
timing of this process is also imperative to the ongoing viability of the KMC business 
and the aged care operations, including the ability to enact the resolution of Council 
that supports the sale of the land and all services/facilities on site.  Not completing this 
process in a timely and appropriate manner is a significant risk for the organisation.  

 
 

Attachments 

1 Planning Proposal PP2023-244 Letter DPE  

2 Gateway Determination  
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